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CounTRYMEN AnD FELLOW SUBJECTS! 


IN. che beginning of che month of J uly, I ad- | 
dreſſed the people at large, on the condition 
and future proſpects of our country: but had 


it been poſſible for me to have foreſeen the ra- 
pid ſucceſſion of alarming events, which hag 


happened fince that time, I ſhould not have 
fubmitted the contents of that pamphlet, in 
the ſhape it then aſſumed, to the public judg- 
ment. For, it is the height of imprudence | 
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and impolicy, to agitate the country, at a junc- 
ture when every force ſhould be collected in its 
defence. However, if the arguments which 
I advanced therein on the ſubje& of unanimity 
were then juſt, they are more ſo at this time, 


when we are menaced from without by an en- 


terprizing and ambitious enemy, 


The ſentiments which are contained in n the 7 


following ſheets, I addreſs particularly to Y on, 


becauſe it is now in your power to be of eſſen- 
tial ſervice or of ſignal | injury to your country. 
Their object is, to put you into the way of rea- 
ſoning diſpaſſionately on the ſtate of our affairs, 
and to guard you againſt the miſchiefs which 


may reſult from making false judgments upon 
them. ; In doing this, it will not be required 
of me to enter minutely i into all the circumſtances 


which may facilitate your determinations, but 


merely to point out ſuch general outlines, as | 


may ſuffice for your own minds to work upon, 
And as it is my wiſh that-my ſentiments may 


be known among that deſcription of you, wha 


: have 
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have been egregiouſly miſled by the artifices of 
demagogues, or by the fatal miſapprehenſion 
and enthuſiaſm of men like myſelf; I have ta- 


1 
7 
5 
s . 


ken care to unfold them with all that plain- 
neſs, ſimplicity, and regard to truth, which 
your ſituation and my wiſhes conſpire to de- 
mand. If you will trouble yourſelves to read 
theſe few pages with the ſame hearty deſire to 


be informed, as their author feels to inform 5 


| you, we ſhall not repent of our mutual atten- 8 
tion. Many of your prejudices will be diſſipa- 
ted, as mine have been, and I ſhall enjoy 1 the 

ſingular ſatisfaction of ſerving my country, 
while I contribute in an hum ble ſphere, to en- | 
lighten the abuſed minds of thoſe, whoſe num- 


bers are reſpectable, but whoſe errors L fear are 


dangerous. ; 


It was a ſhrewd remark of Machiavel, that 
it is in the power of any man to begin @ war, but 
not to end one when he pleaſes, This truth was 

never more fully confirmed than i in the preſent 
ſtate of our country ; z 4 ſtate, that requires 
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from you in particular, the moſt elevated patri- 
otiſm and magnanimity, if you aſpire to render 


1 1 yourſelves commendable in the eyes of God and 
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Man. For your parent country, your conſtitu- 


tion, property, and liberties are now menaced by 


an enemy, fluſhed with conqueſt, yet ſubtle in 


9 —— —B 


contrivance and dexterous in management, 
prone to cruelty and regardleſs of any tie either 


of morality or religion, 
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1 hope I ſhall not be conſidered as a \ libeller 


of human nature, when 3 aſſert, that a nation, 
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into a predicament ſo delicate, as to be forced, 
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: by way of ſafety, to continue the war (from 


whatever motives it originated) with unexam- 
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pled energy. To thoſe who fincerely love Peace 


and mankind, and who are more deſirous of 


— 4 
+ _ 


* 2 — 


— — — 


— 


* E CLE 
- 8 EN tn 


5 being diſtinguiſhed as good ſubjedts, than as the 
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alternate tyrants and ſlaves of a military demo- 


cracy, it is matter of htimiliation and regret, 
that the wild and abſurd conduct of the French, 


; ſhould place Great Br. itain into ſuch an alter- 


reer — 


native, 
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native, as either to abandon her independence 


for ever, or to maintain it by force of arms. 


If have any knowledge of my own heart, I can 
aſſert with great truth, that there lives not a 


man, who deſires more than myſelf, to ſee 


France compoſe herſelf, and enjoy an undiſturb- 


ed peace, under the guardian protection of re- 


| ligion, liberty, and law. In entertaining this 
wiſh, 1 am conſcious that I have not departed 
from my duty as an Engliſhman, becauſe an 


enlightened experience has diſcovered to nations, 


that the happineſs of one people ſo far from 
being contrary to, is promotive of, the happi- 


neſs of its neighbours ; ; and hence a rivalſhip ; in 


i commerce, arts, ſciences, and all the peaceful 
virtues, has a direct tendency to expand the 


human mind, and to improve the condition of 


man. If however, this hope be fruſtrated, the 


fault muſt be aſcribed to the F rench, not to us, 


as I ſhall preſently prove; and if I eſtabliſh this 
polition, one great cauſe of the ſupport which 
has been afforded them, will be removed. In 


other words, if T make it appear that the French 


are 
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are not at this time contending for their liberties 
and independence, but on the contrary are aim- 
ing continual blows againſt the liberties and in- 


dependence of other nations, and eſpecially againſt 


England; if I prove that they are animated by 


a flagitious ambition, to proſper which they vio- 2 


late all the rules of morality, and eſtimate fraud, 


perfidy and vice only i in proportion to their mag- 
nitude—if I prove that the French people are 


at this inſtant the moſt abandoned ſlaves 1 in the 


world, and are fighting to eſtabliſh a ſimilar ſla- 


very among every other people then [ pre- 
ſume, You who call yourſelves friends to liber- . 


ty, morality and law, will feel yourſelves i inter- 


eſted in repelling their hoſtile aggreſſion, f in con- 
tributing beyond all others towards the defence 


of the ſtate; becauſe in ſo doing, You will imme- 


lately contribute to your own defence, as well 


as to that of your wives and children, and re- 


motely to chat of your diſtant poſterity. 


You will alſo wipe away that inglorious ſtain 


upon your character, of cramping che meaſures 


of 


1 
of government abroad, and of promoting the 
clitife of the French a Böfne. If itideed: your 


efforts be confined to the mere removal of this 


| hateful blot, you will have atchieved an uſeful 


and a noble purpoſe. 


Nor in order to make good my aſſertions, 


as well as to undeceive your minds, it will be 


neceſſary for me to expoſe briefly the genius of 


| French policy throughoutits deſtructive progre l ; 


to mark its occaſional departures from, and its 


returns to its determined orbit, and then to 


draw ſuch. inferences from the conſiderati- 


on of this ſubject, as immediately concern 


you. By theſe means, you will be enabled to 


view with more certainty the courle you are pur- 


ſuing, and the frightful abyſs i into which you 
will inevitably be. precipitated, if you ſuffer 


French principles to make any further progreſs 


among you, or if you harbour any of thoſe viſion- 


ary projects by which the caul of French fer. 


ty has been blaſted in every quarter of the globe, 
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When the French revolution broke out, there 


were thouſands of virtuous men in this country. 


who rejoiced i in the event, and by anticipating 
this haſtily perhaps) its future effects on the hap- 


pineſs of nations, they conſidered i It as a new æra 
in the moral ſtate of man. They fancied that they 
perceived the probable extinction of thoſe ru- 
8 inous wars, which the ambition of the French | 
court had excited to diſturb our proſperity, to 
curtail our commercial eminence, and to waſte 
our national ſtrength. In this view of that great 
event, cho their concluſions were falſe, their 
5 applauſe was well meant and honourable to their 


humanity. Others however, of a ſeverer and 


perhaps of a more penetrating caſt, attributed 


all its revolutionary movements to a precon- 
certed ſyſtem, engrafted on fallacious principles 
for the purpoſe of arming the governed againſt 
their governors, of ſeparating the people from 
their magiſtrates, of exciting them to hoſtility 


_ againſt ancient forms of authority, in order the 


more effectually to eſtabliſh a ſcheme of univer- 


ſal empire, of which Paris was to be the Capi- 


tal. 


13 


tal. The former, it is evident, looked upon 
France, as they wiſhed France ſhould be, and 
they aſcribed to the F rench legiſlators a charac- 
ter of innocence, and a diſpoſition to virtue; 
which a moſt melancholy experience has ſince 
proved they did not poſſeſs, and which ſeems to 

juſtify 3 in a great meaſure the predictions of their 
opponents. 


That France had a richt to modify the rigor 
of her adminiſtration, or even to ſimplify the 


1 forms of her polity, no one will deny, provided | 


8 thoſe changes could be effected without inter- N 


: rupting the ſocial harmony of ſurrounding na- 
tions. But there is a vaſt diſtintion between 
the reformation of a ſtate, with the defence of 
that ſtate undergoing ſuch an operation, and 
an avowed deſign to puſh by force of arms, thoſe. 
reformations into other ſtates, which however 
proper for the one, might be pernicious to the 
others. On this ſubject, all public lawyers are 
agreed; and this was the predicament in which | 
we found'the French nation at the commence- 


ment 


14 
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ment of the war. A circumſtance which has 
no doubt <6titributed to encourage thoſe, who 
wiſhed to check the progreſs of the French Re- 
volution, and?! to whom therefore it afforded 
a ground of honeſt action at leaſt, if it be ad- 


mitted that they were miſtaken 1 in their princi- 
; ples. 


It is howeyer of no conſequence to inveſtigate 
at this time, any queſtion of the kind. tis 
| enough for my purpoſe to take France as it 45, 
- obſerving before I proceed, that tho? the French 
7 5 government affected to deny their former deſi gn 0 
againſt eſtabliſhed governments, they have ſince 
ſubſtantially realized the ſuſpicions formed a- 


gainſt them, by revolutionizing every country 
which they have conquered lince that declara- 


tion was s iſſued, 


You cannot too often recolle& that the exotic 
plant of F rench liberty (and I call it ſo 1 in con- 
tradiſtinction to rational freedom) was admired 


and received by us, neither with ſobriety nor 


prudence. 


q 5 
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prudence. This fooliſh intoxication, added to 


the other evils of that day, furniſhed cogent 


arguments for the continuation of the war. 


Tam apprehenſive that the brilliant victories 


which the French have gained on the continent, 
have dazzled your eyes, and induced you to 
conclude from this exterior, that their internal 
ſyſtem is as juſt, as their foreign ſyſtem has 
been ſucceſsful. But this is a falſe mode of 5 
: reaſoning. The Freith people have reaſon to 
regret every ſtep which their armies have taken 
5 beyond their own frontiers; ; their reſources and : 
comforts muſt be proportionably diminiſhed, 
and their futur: means diſſipated by inordinate 


ſpeculations on property, raiſed to anſwer the 


contingency of the moment. And notwith- 


ſtanding the vanity of the Frenchman, the ac- 


quiſition of every victory, howeveriit may elevate 


his hopes for the moment, cannot give bread 


to the ſtarving peaſant or mechanic. To judge 


of the happineſs of any people, we ſhould view 


them in all the conditions of ſociety, from the 


= palace 
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palace to the cott age, not in the ſplendid appar- 
atus of armies. If you will take the trouble to 


do this, you will find che lot of the Engliſh pea- 


ſant or mechanic, to be proſperity itſelf when 
compared to that of a Frenchman ; whoſe fub- 
ſiſtance is moſt ſcanty amid the wreck of arts, 
| manufactures, the ſuſpenſion of trade and com- 
merce, and the noiſe of arms. Amidſt all the 
: triumphs of Lewis XIV. he found his country 1 
depopulated, and his people wretched. Ratio- 
nal freedom has nothing t to do with the French 
cauſe, for as before ſtated, they are fighting 
to eſtabliſh univerſal deſpotiſm of the worſt and 
: moſt abhorrent ſpecies. Beſides, all hiſtory 
ü ſhews that foreign war has often been reſorted 
to by republics to retard or allay domeſtic ca- 
bals. The evil day, however is only poſtponed. 
The paſſions of men will burſt forth ſooner or 
later, and the ſuſpenſion of the blow, only ag 
gravates its weight, and prepares it to fall with 


heavier vengeance | on the generation it : ſmites, 


| The French, in their national vanity, deri- 


ded 


17 


ded not only the Engliſh form of government, 
as well as the policy of the beſt regulated com- 


munities, bat they likewiſe deſpiſed what they 


might have obtained from their own. For they 
bad a conſtitution and a good one too, capable 
of combining the repreſſive energy of govern- 
ment, with the ſtrongeſt cements of public li- 
berty. F. The old Conſtitution of France was on 
the ſame plan as the Conſtitution of England ; 


and all the Gothic eſtabliſhments were raiſed on 


the fame principles, tho? from local and other 


circumſtances, there were ſome ſhades of & oe 


ference between them. Succeſsful uſurpatio ons 


have wreſted from moſt of thoſe countrics the in- 


| heritance of their progenitors, tho? the traces of 


their legiſlation have been preſerved. If 1 gland 


| preſerved and improved her conſtitution, ir 


muſt be aſcribed to the virtues of ber people, 


to the profit ſhe derived from the leſſons of ex- 


perience, and from the dangers of intemperate 
innovations. If France diſdained to ranſuck ber 


records, and to trace out the lineaments of a free 


5 govern- 


"6 Hottoman's Franco- Gallia, and Boulainvilliers. 
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government from amongſt the rubbiſh of time, 


it muſt be aſcribed to the vanity of her legiſla- 


tors, acting upon the vices of her people. They 


improvidently launched the veſſel of the ſtate 


* 


on an unexplored ocean, and they have made 


ſhipwreck. The wrong application of general a 


principles. has been the ſource of all their cala- 


mities. 


For above two hundred years, this numer- ; 


ous people had been cut off from all ſhare | in 


the public. councils of their country; and bow- 


ed down under the two-fold yoke of an arbitra- 


ry government and of a corrupted religion, they 5 
gave themſelves up to a frivolity of character, i 


and to a general diſſipation | of manners. Theſe 


are the neceſſary conſequences of mental indo- 


lence, and timid ſervility. Notwithſtanding 
this univerſal abandonment, genius forced its 
way through all the obſtacles oppoſed to it, and 
' tho? it was too often proftituted to adulation, it 5 
illuſtrated France both in arts and arms. The 


glory of the Grand Monarch, was the object of 


F. rench 
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19 
| F rench proweſs, andits greateſt reward, But, on 
the introduction of the new order of things, a great 
rev olution took place in the modes of thinking. 


| That ſame nation which had been heretofore no- 

ted for its ſervile attachment to the King, the 
chuich, and the ladies, exchanged its loyalty, 

religion, and gallantry, for the ſavagery of de- 

: mocracy, the petrified coldneſs of irreligi on, and 

the inſolence of an unbridled licentiouſneſs. Such 
have been the ſudden and extenſive influence of 
| moral cauſes on national character. To many 


this change appeared permanent; but after what 


5 1 have ſcen of i it, I can ſafely affirm, thar it was 


N only the tranſlation of certain weak principles 
toa more vigorous, and athletic ſoil. The na- 
tional character remains in all its miſchievous 
luſtre, tho' its object i is changed. No political 
revolution can poſſibly eradicate pretenſions ſo 
> long eſtabliſhed. From quitting one extreme, 
they have plunged into another, and under a 
different name (as I mall preſently ſhew) they 
Kill: retained the idea of being the firſt of all na- 


tions; and rather than abandon It, they have 
C02 


reſolved 
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reſolved to enbrce the molt £ un agular and abſurd 
inſtitutions, 1 even to ſcparate themſelves 
from the reſt of Europe, by the peculiarities. of 
their habits. Thus the ambition of one man, 
Lewis XIV. has been tranſplanted into the boſom : 
of every Frenchman, and is again revived as a 
national charafteriſtic, Thus they affect to liſten 
with pleaſure to propoſitions of peace, becauſe 
they gratiſy their vanity, while they inſpire their 
i hopes, and feed their ambition. In the offers of 
peace, they i imagine they behold the debility of 
their enemies in the denial of them, they fan- | 
cy they diſplay their power. Their real object, 7 
15 obviouſly to ſubjugate their enemies in ſucceſ- : 


ſion, and to plunder chem when ſubjugated, 


If any proofs be neceſſary in ſupport of this 
aſſertion, I will refer you to their ſolemn decla- 
rations, their conſtitutional codes” their mani- 
feſtoes on the one ſide, and to their repeated 
perjuries, violent deciſions, and unexampled 
cruelties, on che other. For inſtance; they pro- 
teſted in the preſence of God and the world, that 


they 


21 
they renounced all conqueſts, that their only tri - 
umphs ſhould be thoſe of philoſophy ; ; that in- 
ſtead of the luxury of courts, they would eſta- 
bliſh liberty and equality; in the place of. 
a perſecuting ſuperſtition, univerſal tolerance, 
of individual will, general law; of literary ſer- 5 
vility, unqualified liberty of opinion; of feudal . 
N oppreſſions, the removal of many phyſical evils; fl 
of i ignorance, the inſtitution of a national educa- 
5 tion, which ſhould redeem the human race from 
error, and advance the i improvement of their intel- 
lectual powers and moral ſentiments. All this 
they ſolemnly promiſed, but have fulfilled i in no 


one inſtance. You however gave credit to the be- 
nevolent deſign, becauſe it was plauſible, and 


ſo did I. Mark how they have performed 
their promiſes, | Inſtead of renouncing all en-. 5 
queſts, they haye not only ſubjugated, bur they 
have plundered Savoy, Italy, Holland, the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, and all the territory firu- 
-ated between their ancient frontier and the 


banks of the Rhine, which, with magnificent 


folly, they have appropriated as their boundary, 


in 


«> 
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in defiance of reaſon, juſtice, and military ex- 
perience. The triumphs of their philoſophy, 
conſiſted in the legalized murder or baniſhment 
of every man who was diſtinguiſhed for literary | 
eminence, and who took no part in their ſan- 
guinary meaſures; the black catalogue of whoſe 
names, are as appalling to the philoſopher, as 
they muſt be diſguſting to Vou. For liberty 


and equality, they have permitted the licentious 
freedom of a ſew hundred tyrants, who are the 
offals of human nature; and ſuch as the loweſt 
of che people brought into play according to the . 
downward progreſſion of civil commotion. For 
univerſal tolerance, they have martyred, im. 
priſoned, or baniſhed moſt exemplary characters, 
becaule they gave teſtimony of that faith which 
is in them; ſo that an Algerine pirate or an A- 
theiſt! is certain of toleration and countenance 
there, when a Chriſtian finds none. For general 
law, they have eſtabliſhed the diſcipline of the 
| bavonet, and the ſanguinary codes of general 


| proſcription. For unqualified liberty of opinion, 


they impriſon or baniſh every man who dares to 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak againſt the government, and they have 
appointed a licenſer to the public papers, the 
only vehicles of public opinion and intelligence. 
For the removal of many phyſical evils, they 
have entailed poverty, the greateſt of evils on 
their paſſive ſlaves; and for national education 
and the improvement of the human intellect, 
| they have diſcountenanced all religion, proſcrib- 
ed its teachers, driven men of true knowledge 
. either into baniſhment or filence ; and with a 
| mockery of all ſenſe, have inſtituted Pagan Cere- 
monies, wherein the moſt bombaſt rant and fuſ- 
tain are delivered from their chief Magiſtrates, and 
the people embruted, are taught to be ſatisfied ; 
Uke the ſervile Romans with panem & cirſtences, 
bread and Puppet ſhews. 


Theſe are not the idle affertions of a diſtem- 
pered imagination, - wut are poſitive truths, 
which I have deduced from their own papers, 
and from many private circumſtances equally | 
important, if my health and leiſure would at 
Z this 1 time permit me to diſcloſe them. If You 


have 


oy 
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have made uſe of your own eyes, you cannot 
fail to have received a ſimilar conviction. Would 
to God, theſe aſſertions were untrue, of that 
you ant I had conſidered them with unprejudiced a 
minds before now. I have made and ſtill make 
great allowances for the peculiar circumſtances, 
and unexampled ſtruggles of the French. But 
it is impoſſible to belye facts, or to defend a re- 
gular ſyſtem of diſciplined immorality. You 5 


will therefore reject as I do, that filly cant which , 
has long prevailed of attributing to Engliſh 
: gold, and to the intrigues of our govern- 
| ment the hideous crimes. of the French. 


| And even if you mould allow FM you 


will reduce yourſelves to a more deplorable 
predicament than otherwiſe, inasmuch as you 
muſt admit, that a people who could be ſo ge- 
nerally acted upon, muſt be the moſt profligate 


wretches upon earth, and as unfit to take the 


—— on 


lead in the reformation of mankind, as a Proſ- 


r 
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titute at a baptiſm. 


If any nation were fitted by nature to elſe 


me ; 
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a political change, it was England; becauſe its 


inſular ſituation ſeparates it in ſuch a manner 
from the reſt of Europe, that in newmodclling 


or reſtoring i its primitive inſtitutions, 1t could 


give no immediate cauſe of alarm to ſurround- 


, ing nations. Accordingly, our forefathers at the 


time of the revolution, proſited by this circum- 


; ſtance, and raiſed upa grand political edifice 


. withour noiſe and convulſion. But what fi is moſt 
to be 8 in their conduct, is, that they 
affected no viſionary ſchemes of ſpeculative per- 


fection. Then indeed was the opportunity 5 
for their introduction, had they found them 


practicable. 
7 that can never be too much extolled, they 
contented themſelves with the removal of the 
evils which afflicted the ſtate, but left the con- 
ſtitution itſelf untouched. They demanded the 
execution of che laws, and the purity of the 
Conſtitution, and conſcious chat theſe were e- 
nough for all the purpoſes of ſociety, they left 
the rights of man to flow from thoſe laws as 


EE | 


But with a wiſdom and ſobriety 


* 
1 368 
C | = gn, = ** 4 * 5 
1 5 k 


— 2 


* * * 
* 
1 
o = 
0 7 
* 
* 
4 = 
4 1 
x) 4 „ 
3 « 
„ « 
4 * 1 4 
N * 
: 4 
11 
* 4 
* 0 p * 
2 * N 
x] : 
* ; * fl 
2 10 
oo 
1 U 
* 
* 13 
* * 
1. = 
o * 1 
* 
1 * i 
Lf ! 
4 ne 
- £2 1 
: 1 
Thy 4 \ . 
+ 
3 


b Vo gr Y A 
Xs — e 
P 


we > 


- +». * ae = - 


— — — — 
A 


— — — . 
= 6 
2 


» — 
224 wn 
— OR Pr ng 
—— 
— 0 
- . — 

2 . 5 : _ P þ * — — 
ee es ern, "al ar. —— x 4 
_ ir * — — 1 — — — 
2 823 == 4 2 — — = 


26 


neceſſary conſequences, and to their poſterity 
the ſacred office of guarding them unblemiſhed. 
Nor muſt you imagine that our legiſlators 
were not enlightened 1 in thoſe days, and that 
the people were ſtupid. No! there lived in 
England a conſtellation of great men and Philo- 
: ſophers, who were at leaſt as well acquainted 
with the genius of republican inſtitutions, as the 
French pretend to be. There lived alſo many men 
who remembered the times of the republic, and 


| whe had taken an active ſhare | in its concerns. 


Yet did they all agree in preſerving the ancient 


5 frame of our government, tho they had juſt 


cauſe to be incenſed with the manner in which : 


it had been violated. Nor were the common : 


: people backward i in promoting the voice of genu- 


ine philoſophy. What had been ſanctioned by 
Locke, by Newton, by Reaſon, they defended 
with cheir arms, and upheld with their beſt 


blood. They have tranſmitted a noble inheri- 


tance to their poſterity, which 1 hope they will 
ncver baſely forfeit. Immortal ſnades! con- 
tinue to watch over and animate the coun- 


. cils 
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cils of your deſcendants!“ 


Whoever has been in the habit of nuten 
; obſervations on the ſtate of civil ſociety, cannot 
avoid noticing the diſcordant opinions which 
are entertained on almoſt every ſubject that 
Preſents itſelf to our conſideration. This di- 
verſity of ſentiment is not confined to abſtract ; 
queſtions of philoſophy and metaphyſics, but 
js extended to thoſe practical points, whoſe 
determination, it might be imagined, would 
be eaſily obtained from a ſenſe of intereſt, and 
from the habitual exerciſe of that knowledge, 
which reſults from general experience. But the 
_ contrary is the fact. The views in which the 
5 ſame things preſent themſelves to different 
: minds, are ſo contradictbry; that ſubjects of 
| commerce, and civil polity have been, and will 
be debated with zeal, and often with 1 intemper- 
D 2 = ance 
. It may be juſtly ſaid that this temperate and with con- 
duct has contributed to enlighten our policy, and to acquire 
us the admiration of the Good in all countries. The Eng- 
lim, ſays Monteſquieu, know better than any other people 


upon earth, how to value, at the ſame time, theſe three 
great advantages, religion, commerce, and liberty. 


28 


ance by men of excellent judgment, and of up- 
right diſpoſitions. This circumſtance ſhould 
check that preſumptuous confidence in our 
own concluſions, by which we exclude the ſo- 
ber judments of other men who diſſent from 
our way of thinking. The greater part of the 
misfortunes of France, muſt be aſcribed to this 
inconſiderate and inflated vanity ; a and there- 
fore it is my duty to warn you * the en- 


couragement of! it. 


The ſhortſighted legiſlators of France, have 
plunged themſelves into the ſame errors as their 
ancient government, altho' they are perpetually 


: declaiming againſt vague and uſeleſs laws. Altho' 

they have eſtabliſhed the principle, that laws are 
the reſult of the general will, yet they ſcruple 

not to diſregard this ſource, when it is found to 
incommode the purpoſes of ambition. Thus, 
we have another inſtance. of the falsification of 
general principles, when they are to be applied 


to practice. Laus are doubtleſs made by opini- 


on, if they are intended to be permanent. But 
the 


as: 


the Executive Directory, have aſſumed to them- 


ſelves the initiative character of legiſlation ; and. 
inſtead of ftritly abiding by the ſpirit and letter 


of their new. Conſtitution, they have preſumed 


to propoſe laws for the acceptance of thoſe, whoſe 
office it is to make them. The fate of thoſe 
who dare ta refuſe a ſervile compliance to their 


mandates, is well known. | Thus, the two pow- 


: ers of the ſtate, the one to frame and the other 


to execute laws, are abſorbed in the hands of 


five perſons, who certainly are not to be com- — 


pared with the Roman tribunes, either in the 


=, mildneſs or decency of their propoſitions. 


Under the idea of renouncing vague laws, 


the French legiſlature, have eſtabliſhed the moſt 


contradictory and pernicious that ever were 


known among civilized communities. What 


is true and juſt to day, is falſe and wicked to- 


morrow; and the rage for law-making has en- 


creaſed wich ſuch rapidity, that we may ſafely 
apply to them, what one of their modern Philo- 


ſophiſts ſaid of old France, that a man in his 


own” 
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own country often changes laws in changing 
poſt horſes. This is not becauſe they are made 
by men; for geometry, an human invention, is 


abſolutely true in all its parts; experimental 


_ philoſophy is true; even the firſt metaphyſical 

| principles on which geometry is founded, are 
inconteſtably true and unalterable. If therefore 
Fo the modern laws of France be abſurd and faulty, 
it is becauſe they have in general, been made 

in tranſient exigencies ; ; like medicaments. ad- 


miniſtered at random, curing one perſon, and 
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forgive them, from a ſenſe of pity, theſe fooler- 
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ies, if they did not openly advance their pre- 


tenſions of carrying them into other countries. 
To every rational mind, however, the introduc- 
tion of an univerſal ſcheme of legiſlation in the 
preſent ſtate of ſociety, muſt appear to be both 
an idle and a vicious project. And independent. 
ly of this conſideration, it ſhould- be obſerved 
that the varieties of national inſtitutions have ” 
greater tendency to meliorate the condition of 


mankind, than this abſurb notion of univerſal. 
 goyern- 
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government; which, by affording no opportu- 
nity of competition, muſt leave the world to the 
conſequences of a good or bad ſyſtem, without 
the proſpect of any effectual redreſs. But the 
rivalſhip « of nations, begets a liberal ſpirit of na- 
tional emulation; brings into action the latent 
Powers of the mind; and furniſhes eventually 
to the conveniences and elegancies of civil life. : 
f Beſides, it accuſtoms men to the habit of think- 
ing; and by preſenting to their ſenſes a detail of 
1 original facts, which they may at leiſure com- 

bine into general principles ; enables them with- 

out riſk and peril, to deduce inſtitutions of civil - 
wiſdom, from the juſt or erroneous regulations 
ol ancient and modern times. What is juſt or 
unjuſt? What conſtitutes the happineſs or miſery 
of nations ? What | in their various ſituations is 
favourable or adverſe to their good qualities? 
What is the higheſt point of felicity to which 
communities may aſpire ? — are all queſtions ol 
the greateſt importance, and are to be derived 
from thoſe materials with which we are furniſhsd | 
by the lights of hiſtory, The love of novelty 


and 


3 
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and ſyſtem, has notwithſtanding, prompted ar- 
dent imaginations, to reject this mode of reaſon- 

ing, and to wander in the boundleſs regions of 
chimera. A few particulars in the character 
of the individual, are deemed ſufficient argu- 
ments to eſtabliſh a general theory for the whole i 
ſpecies; and the foundations of ancient autho- 
rity are attacked, under the fantaſtic and plau- 
ſible notion of rendering man a perfect being. 


Without regard to His previous education, his 5 


habits, and even u prejudices, he is called | 
upon to relinquiſh the enjoyment of benefits, for 
the poſſible attainment of a contingent, and 
at beſt, a precarious happineſs. Judging of man 
by what he ought to be, inſtead of what he is, and 
what he has been; they looſen the bonds of ſo- 
cial union for the ſake of obtaining this 1 imagi- | 
nary ſtate.” But too late they diſcover that the 
animal which was ſuppoſed to be of a nature ſo 


docile, and fitted to perfeCtibility, is no ſooner 


forced i 1nto this condition, than he unfolds all 85 


the wild and outrageous paſſions, which a long 


experience had found it neceſſary to reſtrain by 
penal 


38 


penal ſanctions. In the univerſal uproar which | 
ſucceeds the reign of laws, the abettors of ſuch 


A ſyſtem, awaken from their delirium, and retire 


| with affright from the monſter which they have 
raiſed, But the repentance of the Utopian ar- 
tiſts comes too late; the tumult of poſſions are 


not ſo eaſily aſſwaged ; and they are doomed to 


be mortified ſpectators, perhaps victims, of a ; 
howling ſtorm, which they perceive it is eaſier 


to ſet in motion, than to appeaſe. I ſpeak. 


feelingly. 


The caufes of theſe evils originate chiefly i in 


: a total diſregard of the admonitions of experi- 


ence. Too great a confidence in the natural 
7 powers of man, has conducted modern politi- 


Clans to that wild deification of the human 


mind, which has coſt ſo much blood and tears 


in a neighbouring country. The faculties of 


mind, cultivated in the noble penſiveneſs of 


philoſophy, or nurtured 1 in the ſtill bower of a- 


cademic retirement, are calculated to ſublime 


the human character, and even to meliorate, in 
E a 
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a certain degree, the lot of man. But to the 
maſs of ſociety, the opportunity is wanting for 
ſunilar acquirements; and perhaps, the wiſe 
diſpenſations of Providence, have ſo ordered 
our affairs; for in this compulſory ſtate, all the 
diſtinctions among men would be confounded, 
and they would be left to periſh by the very 
means that were contrived for their preſervation. 
No rational liberty could exiſt, becauſe (liberty 
and happineſs being correllative terms) happi- 
' neſs can never be attained when our allotted ſta- N 
tion is corrupted ; ; when every man is removed 
from his accuſtomed ſphere of action; when the 5 
philoſopher muſt become a mechanic, and the 
mechanic affect. the philoſopher. The luſtre 
which the latter caſts around him is from an 


eminence but that light by which he i is inumin- i 
ed, and with which he enlightens his country- 
men, would conſ ume the unlettered, if brought 
to converge ſuddenly upon them. The actions 
of the many muſt be circumſcribed, in proporti- 
on to their thoughts ; the chief object, therefore, 
of a benevolent legillator, mould be, to let every 


man 
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man continue to remain in his proper deſtinati- 


on with as little interruption as poſſible; to 


impreſs on his mind that it is the intereſt of 


government to make him happy, and to purſue 


ſuch meaſures as will convince him that he 1s fo, 


i On this ground, the knowledge of duties ariſes 
in its proper courſe, and the mind under no 
"i temptation to revolt, never troubles itſelf 


with the idea of claims and rights, which it 


would be i injurious to fabricate, and dangerous 


to aſſert. The peculiar advantage of ſuch a 


; legiſlation conſiſts i in this; that i It diſcards fancy, a 


and operates only « on demonſtration. 


Throughout the hiſtory-of the human race, it 


will be found that there are elementary truths, 


common to all nations and to all men. The 


ſituation to which every active being i is formed, 


is the true ground on which we are to analyze 


| the hiſtory of the human ſpecies. Particular 


experiments, which are abſolutely neceffary in 


the elucidation or eſtabliſhment of the principles 


of other ſciences, can never be applied to man, 
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when he appears in a forced or uncommon con- 
dition. The ſtate of man is peculiar to himſelf; : 
there is no analogy between his nature and that 
of other animals. _ If we would collect the-pro- 
perties of his ſpecies, we muſt take the whole 
race, as they ever have been, aſſembled 1 in bo- 
dies ; ; we muſt attend to thefr univerſal qualities, | 
f examine che courſe of human life, and the tenour 
of human conduct. F rom thoſe primary truths, 5 
we ſhall then find that he is ſuſceptible of im- 
provement, and poſſeſſes within him felf an in- 
herent principle of progreſſion. Hiſtory through- 
: out exhibits mankind in this ſtate ; ever acting | 
under the deſire of perfection without attaining 5 
it. The neglect or perverſion of theſe truths, 
1 cauſed thoſe deſpotic forms of government 
with which the gloomy page of hiſtory i 1s preg- 
nant, That ſuch ſorms ſhould long continue in 
an age fertile with 1 innovations, was not to be ex- 
pected. T he ignominy of ſervitude is felt, but 
the beſt mode of redreſs i is a ſubject of polemical 
controverſy. To revolt againſt injuſtice, to aſ- 


certain the boundaries of right and duty, to re- 


claim 
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claim the dignity which was i cries; delegated 


to man by his Creator, are generous offices of 


. patriotiſm ; but to adjuſt the differences which 


ariſe between ſubverted oppreſſion, and newly 

recovered liberties; to deſcribe the line of de- 
marcation how far we are to go, and where to 
ſtop; when to advance our projects, and when 
to recede from them are objects that require the 

: exerciſe of the moſt diſintereſted virtue, added 

+ to the moſt conſummate. wiſdom. The principles : 
which predominate in the mind- of the ſubje& 
reſult from a ſenſe of duty, and from ideas of 
ſubordination, They are ſo deeply rooted i in the 
modes of thinking from the influence of early , 


habits, that they may be juſtly regarded as im- 
portant branches of moral obligation, To de- 
ſtroy them, or even to ſhake their ſtability, is 


to poiſon the fountains of juriſprudence, and to 
annihilate every notion of ſecurity which ariſes 
from the mutual wants and aſſiſtances of men, 
and from the power of ſociety. Man therefore, ä 
loofened from the reſtraints of law, is a ſavage— | 
acting under the prepoſſeſſion of being his own 
DE . 
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legiſtator, he is a ſlave, and of thi loweſt order, 


becauſe he is mocked with the honour of provid- 
ing the rod with which he is ſcourged. In the 
examination of every other queſtion, men reſort 
to facts and obſervation ; alas ! it is only in what 
| relates to themſelves, and i in matters the moſt 
important, that they abſtitute hypotheſis inſtead 
of reality, and confound the provinces of i imagi- 
nation and reaſon, of poetry and ſcience. It 
is a truth, that ought conſtantly to be in your | 
recolleQions, that in all civilized communities 
men act more under the impulſe of habit, than 
the guidance of reaſon, and therefore it is a 
meaſure of incalculable injury ſuddenly to with : 
draw the inſtrument of their impulſes, and to f 
commit them at once to the exerciſe of their 
own reaſon. For, in this caſe, as unhappy 
France has proved, every man ſprings up at 
once as a legiſlator, conceives he has the right 
and the capacity, not for his equitable portion 


of freedom but for office, power, emolument, 


- 


and dominion. A general phrenzy enſues 


which none can remove; which adventurers | im- 


prove 
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prove for temporary advantages; and which, af- 
ter ravaging the country by its violence, diſpoſes 
it to bend under the yoke of military uſurpation, 


or to return under the government it had con- 


| temptuouſſy demoliſhed, 


I cannot too often impreſs on your minds, 
that the calamities of France, have been chiefly 
occaſioned. by the abuſe of general principles, : 
The law makers of that diſtr acted Country, have 
reaſoned too much a priori from the principles 


of human nature. Principles that reſult from an 


extenſive examination of the human conſtitution, 


and of the general laws which regulate the courſe 

of human affairs, ought always to be weighed 
and conſidered by the legiſlator, becauſe they 
are the fruits of a more extenſive induction, than 
; any of the inferences that can be drawn from the 

hiſtory of actual eſtabliſhments. But I deprecate : 
their practical application, becauſe the peculi- 


arities of the caſe are almoſt always overlooked. 


The worſt form of government in irs original, 


may by ſucceſlive modifications, become not 


only 
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only tolerable, but good. In its progreſs it may 


aſſume the form of ſyſtematical arrangement, and 


bear evident marks of conſiſtency. Wherever a 


£/ government has exiſted for ages, and men have 
enjoyed tranquillity under it, it is a proof that 
its principles are not eſſentially at variance with 
each other. In the art of government, it is a 
| much more difficult matter to refer effects to 
their cauſes, than | in the me 2chanical art 3 and 
5 therefore i it rarely happens, even when we have | 
an opportunity of ſeeing a political experiment | 


| made, that we can draw from it any certain in- 
ference, with reſpect to the juſtneſs of the prin- 
ciples by which it was ſuggeſted. =F he errors 


of the artiſt muſt neceſſarily become apparent in 


the laſt reſult; but in the political ſyſtem, the 


diſcovery of errors may come too late for reme- 


dy. God forbid, that I ſhould draw any con- 
cluſions unfavourable to human liberty! On the 
contrary, I conceive that a juſt appreciation of 
theſe ſentiments, 1 is the moſt likely method either 


to obtain, or to ſecure the freedom of mankind. 


The greater Pai of the Bins propoſed by modern 


pro- 
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jectors, proceed on what the logicians call 


petitio principii—on the ſuppoſition of a miracu- 


lous reformation in the moral character of the 


people. Mr. Hume has juſtly obſerved that all 


ſuch plans, may be ſafely abandoned as Imprac- 
ticable and viſionary.. Of theſe plans; by far 
the greater number proceed on the ſuppoſit 


tion; that the ſocial order Is entirely the 


| effect of hum an art; and that wherever this 


order is imperfect, the evil may be traced to 


ſome want of foreſight on the part of the legiſla- 


tor, or to ſome i inattention of the magiſtrate to 
= the complicated ſtructure of that machine whoſe 


a movements he regulates. The projets of reform, | 


therefore, which ſuch plans involve, are, in ge- 
neral, well entitled to all the ridicule and con- 
tempt they have met with; inaſmuch as they i im- 


ply an arrogant and pre ſumptuous belief in their 


authors, of the ſuperiority of their own political 
ſagacity, to the accumulated wiſdom of former 


ages. To ſuch men I addreſs myſelf i in the 


language of M. Condorcet one of the ableſt par- 
tizans of theoretical ſyſtems. If we attack op- 
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42 
preſſors before we have taught the oppreſſed, 
we ſhall riſk the loſs of liberty, and rouſe them 
to oppoſe the progreſs of reaſon, Hiſtory affords 
proofs of this truth. How often, in ſpite of 
the efforts of the friends of freedom, has the 
event of a ſingle battle reduced nations to the 
ſlavery of ages! And what is the kind of liberty 
enjoyed by thoſe nations, Which have recovered 
it by force of arms, and not by the influence of - 
; philoſophy ? Have not moſt of them confounded | 
the forms of republicaniſm with the enjoyment 5 
of right, and the deſpotiſm of numbers with li- 
berty ? How many laws, contrary to the rights : 
of nature, have diſhonowed the code of every 
people which ni'recovered ith Eon, during 
thoſe ages in which reaſon was ſtill in its infancy? 
Why not profit by this fatal experience, and wiſe- 
ly wait the progreſs of knowledge, in order to 
obtain freedom more effectual, more ſubſtantial, 
and more peaceful? Why purſue it by blood | 
and inevitable confuſion, and truſt that to chance, 


6 which time muſt certainly, and without blood- 
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ſhed, beſtow? A fortunate ſtruggle may, in- 
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deed, relieve us of many grievances under 


which we labour at preſent, but if we wiſh to 


ſecure the perfection, and the permanence of 
freedom, we muſt patiently wait the period 


when men, emancipated from their prejudices, 


and guided by philoſophy, ſhall be rendered 


worthy of liberty, by comprehending its claims.“ 


Altho Thave been demonſtrating to you the i 


| folly and danger of the abuſe of principles, l 


would not be ſuppoſed to be an advocate for the 


continuance of abſurd inſtitutions. It is a par- 


tial view only of government that produces in- 


diſcriminate zeal againſt eſtabliſhed regulations, 


En attaquant les oppreſſeurs avant d'avoir Eclaire les 
citoyens, on riſquera de perdre la liberté & d' etouffer la 

raiſon. L'hiſtoire offre la preuve de cette verite, Combien 
de fois, malgre les genereux efforts des amis de la libérté, 
une ſeule bataille n'a-telle pas reduit des nations à une ſer- 
vitude de pluſieurs fiecles ? De quelle liberté meme ont joui 
les nations, qui ont recouvrẽe par la violence des armes, & 
non par la force de la raiſon ?; D'une liberté paſſagere, & 
tellement troublee par des orages, qu'on peut preſque douter 


qi'elle ait ete pour elles un veritable avantage.. Preſque 
toutes n' ont-elles pas confondu les formes republicaines 
avec la jouiſſance de leurs droits, & la tyrannie de pluſieurs 
avec la liberté? Combien de lois injuſtes & contraires aux 


| droits de 15 nature, ont deſhonore le code de toptes les na- 


tions 
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be 


in the ſame manner as a partial view of Chriſtt- 
anity begets levity and theiſm. While we would 
cautiouſly avoid the one extreme, let us be care- 
ful that we do not fall into its oppoſite, and 


bring upon ſociety the very evils we are anxious 


to prevent. The violent revolutions which, at 


different periods, have canvulſed modern Europe, 


have ariſen not from a ſpirit of innovation in 


ſovereigns and ftateſmen ; but from their bigot- 


ted attachment to antiquated forms, and to prin- 


ciples borrowed from leſs enlightened ages. It 


is this reverence for abuſes which have been ſane- 


tioned by time, accompanied with an inattention 8 


to the progreſs of public opinion, which has, in 


moſt inſtances, blinded the rulers of mankind, 
ill. 


tions qui ont recouvre leur liberté dans les ſiècles od la rai- 
ſon Etait encore dans I' enfance ! Pourquoi ne pas profiter 
de cette experience funeſte, & ſavoir attendre des progres 
des lumieres une liberte plus reelle, plus durable & plus 
paiſible ? Pourquoi acheter par des torrens de ſang, par des 


| bouleverſements inévitables, & livrer au haſard ce que le 


temps doit amener ſurement & ſans ſacrifice ? C'eſt pour Etre 


plus libre, c'eſt pour Petre toujours, qu'il faut attendre le 
moment où les hommes, affranchis de leures prejuges, guides 


par la raiſon, ſeront enfin dignes de l'tre, parce qu'ils con. 


naitront les veritables droits de la liberté. 


Vie de Voltaire par M. 8 Condorcet. 
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till government has loſt all its efficiency ; and till 
the rage of innovation has become too general 
and too violent, to be ſatisfied with changes, 
5 which if propoſec at an earlier period, would 

7 have united, in the ſupport of eſtabliſhed iaſtitu- 
tions, every friend to order, and to the proſper- 


ity of his country. 


From the recent conduct of the French, it is 
: apparent, that the old principles of univerſal, em- 


pire, influence their councils and actions. And 


their frontleſs avowal of them, induces me to 
look back a little | into their more early deſigns. 
Thus, the ſame principle, tho' under a different E 
direction, muſt have animated their former le- 
giſlatures. For, tho" they affected (and doubt- 
leſs many among them, meant ſincerely what i 
they ſaid) to relinquiſh all offenſive quarrels, and 
that oftentatious ambition with which they juſt- 
ly accuſed their old government, yet, this am- 
bition obtruded itſelf on the world, under the 
leſs offenſive title of legiſlating for the whole human 
race. The firelock was to be laid aſide, but a 


more 
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more potent engine of conqueſt was to be em- 
ployed in its place, namely, the dominion of 
mind. The ill- underſtood names of Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity, were to reſound through 
every corner of the earth, and ſerve as advan- 5 
ced poſts of a deſolating army. The French 
banner, or in other words, the bloody ſtandard 
of inſurrection was to be uplifred i in every ſtate, 
around which the idle, the profligate, the blaſ- - 
phemer, and the ignorant were to rally. Tt 
you have not yet felt the practical effects of theſe 
; baleful doctrines, you owe it to that ſeagirt po- 


fition 1 in which nature has placed you. 


T he 8 atten declared in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, that they were contending only 
for the liberties and independence of their coun- 
try, not for the purpoſes of conqueſt. I gave cre- 
dit to their words, and ſincerely wiſhed them, 
ſucceſs. However, as long as the allies were 
in poſſeſſion of their ſtrong holds, or hovered 
on their frontiers, they cautiouſly and artfully 

concealed their ultimate policy. But when the 
| diſ- 
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diſtractions of the former led to diſcomfiture, 
their ſyſtem began to develop itſelf, and in 
| proportion as the confederates receded from, 
they advanced in their pretenſions. Their 
views ſtill enlarge with their ſucceſſes. And 
now after having unjuſtly ſeized extenſive con- 
c tinental territories, they graſp with inſolent me- 
nace, at the poſſeſſion of the trident. They bap- 
tiſe France by the title of the © Great Nation,” 
and Britain by that of © The Land of Pirates.” 
But aſſertions like theſe require Proofs to ſub- 
: ſtantiate them. What piracies have we com- 
mitted on that vaſt empire, which our valour, ; 
our induſtry, our geographical ſite, have raiſed 
for us? Venice, Portugal, Spain, Holland, 
have ſucceſſively enjoyed the empire of the main, 
but they have not been able to retain it. If after 
having wreſted that power from them, by un- 


exampled and continued acts of proweſs, we 


8 « 1 1 1 7 _ . * - 4 - — - - o - 13 — A & 1 — 3 © 
p 1 * 4 n 8 ee r 8 4 OS oY | 7 R * — 2 2 22 83 2 FX - — K Bo N 7 1 * 
0 & 4” i r * 9 g 4 22 - » " 4 * b N =_ 3 7 2 4 . 
4 * TS : 1 fe. eme . e ” — — * 2 I * 2 
— . 1 ua ** 3 e — — 2 . res 2 2 , S — 8 1 44 5G — = 3 — 2 —.— - 
. I - — Fs * = 7 232 * 2 - 
; l _—_— * . en Rds bo eB. >. Rs q » — 2 £7 I 2 j — Ca XS as 4 83 af . x — 2 1 
122 . x. a 2 4 4 * 0 ; 8 * G - 7 "> : $4 — 8 1 & gn = * 25 A * L * 
— 0 2 4 " ” — 44% " — . x ** A. — w „ = 7 * © 
* OY - PIES 4 W * = - # * _ 4 4 _- * = = * . % = "TOP. © a 
3 — SAL a. a. k m ** * 2 <4 . - 6 2 2 2 ” * 2 — = _ - 
# a 2 — — 7 1 . 92 _ * * K 2 * = * * * FY bas _ _ yy 
, 5 4 * . . — 1 — . 4 4 - : * * — 2 
2 _ l 7 = 2 — * — „ * * + +. > > 2 Wy - 
2 * — ED ä S — — 


have maintained, (and I hope ever ſhall main- 9 
570 
tain it) the transfer and enjoyment of the rights | i 


1t gives muſt be aſcribed to the circumſtances f 


which have been mentioned above. The ſea 


is 


rr 
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48 
is become our natural P tho' I am far from 
conſidering it as our only bulwark of defence: 
We have exerciſed this dominion, with more 
moderation than any of thoſe countries which 
formerly held it, and certainly with more than 
the F rench would do, if we may judge from their 
late decree reſpecting neutral veſſels, and their 


conduct towards the ** have conqu er ed. 


Has Holland any reaſon to rejoice 1 under the 
fraternal diſcipline of France? They entered 7 
| that country as brethren they have lived in it; 
as commiſſaries z and they will leave it (Gould 
that event ever take place) as Vandals. For 
they have already ruined the commerce, and 
dethroned the freedom bt: that learned, ſober, 
and valiant people. In the proclamation which 
they iſſued, when they entered that country, 
they profeſſed (as they always do) that they 
would reſpect the religion, the property, the 
manners and inſtitutions of the Dutch. A de- 
claration of ſo ingenuous and diſintereſted a na- 
ture, obtained them at leaſt the full confidence 


of 
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of thoſe who were diſaffected to the Stadtholder- 


ate. But they had no ſooner burrowed i in their. 


cities, and ſecured their arſenals, than the frater- 


nal ſyſtem began to explode. They demanded an 


immenſe contribution: it was granted, and 


the property of the poor, and even of the 
diſaffected party, was ſeized in order to le- 


vy Ir; : They proceeded next to demand cloth- 
ing, Pay, and ſubſiſtence for thirty thouſand 


„ of cheir Janiſſaries, who were to be kept at the 


expence of the ſtates, under the pretence of a de- 


fenſive force, but in reality to awe the friends of 


g rational freedom. This requiſition was no ſooner 
| acquieſced | in, than they reſorted to a moſt de- 
ſpicable, low trick, which the moſt predatory 
highwayman would have ſcorned. They march- 
ed off to the banks of the Rhine in ſmall di- 


viſions the greateſt part of the thirty thouſand, 


who had been proviſioned, and pourcd in by 


ſtealth, an equal number of {ſturdy beggars, who 


were provided for in a ſimilar manner. And 


this was repeated a third time. Thus, the firſt 


bleſſings of French Fraternity diſplayed the dark 
bg | : fea- 
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features of perfidy, fraud, and plunder. 


In the next place, after having trodden liber- 


ty under foot, they attempted to depoſe religion 
itſelf; for altho' they did not obtain a decree 
for the abolition of the Chriſtian worſhip, they 


authorized the moſt blaſphemous and indecent 


publications againſt it, and hired men of letters 
Wl OE Er ie 


They attempted to introduce their infernal Idea that 


Death is an eternal Sleep.“ The propoſition itſelf is an 
Iriciſin, for how can Sleep be eternal? Sleep is only repoſe 
or {uſpenfion of the mental powers (and that not always) and 
conſequently ex vi termini implies ſuſcitation, You ought 
to know that their legiſlators are as devoid of learning, as of 
common ſenſe. You hear them often refer to the exploits 


of the Greeks and Romans, but you muſt not infer from 


this circumſtance that they are well verſed in the language 
of either. A little ſmattering of Latin, they poſſeſs (I write 
generally) but of Greek they are abſolutely ignorant. Abbe 
Barthelemi, the moſt erudite Grecian among them, they im- 
priſoned a ſhort time before his death, (Vie de M. Barthe- 


lemi par M. de Nivernois, a work that ought to be tranſla- 


ted) and would have butchered, if ſhame had not compelled * 


them to avow their Literary obligations to him. In ſhort, 
The Travels of Anacharſis, the hiſtories of Rollin, Daciers 


Plutarch, and a few other tranſlations make up the modern 


French lawmaker's antique library. From theſe ſources 
chiefly they derive their recondite knowledge of ancient inſti- 


tutions!!! I hope I ſhall never live to ſee my countrymen 


deluded by any diſſertations formed from ſuch ſcanty mor- 


ſels of of knowledge, Genuine learning i is modeſt; the imper- 


tinence 
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to proſtitute their talents to this diſhonourable 
purpoſe, Philoſophy (O! much abuſed name!) 


was the pretence, but plunder was the motive. 


They have ſeized and impriſoned the perſons of 


thoſe Dutchmen who remonſtrated againſt their 
ſecond Septemberization, and they have aggrava- 


ted the i injury by deſtroying their Printing Preſſes, 


: and 3 depriving the unfortunate ſuf- 
TY Th kerers 


 tinence of lecturing | as ſpouting on the hiſtory of nations 
Whoſe. language the orator does not comprehend, is inſup- 


portable. To underſtand the manners and habits of think- 


ing of any people, we muſt- recur to their laws; and the 
laws of Greece and Rome are not to be acquired in the 
reading of a few tranſlations, or in the labour of a day. It 
was long induſtry and painful application which made a 
Monteſquieu, a Taylor, a Heineccius and a Jones. I would 
therefore adviſe ſuch conceited coxcombs, to learn their ſyn- 
tax, before they preſume to lecture on the cauſes of the de- 
cline of ancient Empires. We are yet a learned, and a reli- 
gious people. Let us preſerve our character. An horrid 


night of Vandal barbariſm threatens to overſpread the civili- 
zed world ; all true knowledge begins to be contemned; and 


pert ſophiſtry and tawdry eloquence uſurp its place. When 
the Chriſtian religion is driven from the earth, the profound - 
learning and extenſive reſearch which are occaſionally called 

forth in its defence, muſt inevitably follow it. May God 


avert theſe calamities from my country! All Hell is yawn- 
ing beneath us, and if union, determination and courage be 


not inſtantly ſummoned in our juſt defence, we ſhall fall into 
-the mercileſs gulph, amid the rudeſt riot that ever ſcourged 


mankind, 


Bur. 
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ferers of their future means of ſubſiſtence. And 


to complete their fraternal ſyitem, they diſpatch 


a Jacobin emiſſary under the title of ambaſſa- 


dor, to quicken the tardy pace of the phlegmatic 


Batavians, and to bring them à la hauteur de la 


revolution. Thus, have they falſified their mani- 


feſtoos, and avoided any interference with the 


internal regulations of other countries! After hay- 
ing robbed, inſulted, and impoveriſhed. a nation 
which from the famous treaty of Utrecht i in I 1579, : 
juſtly boaſted of its freedom and eminence ; 


they proceeded to my the fountains of order and 


moral- : 


1 1 have l. 8 what I have remarked of the 


learning of the French lawmakers, you will eaſily diſcover . 
from what ſource, they cribbed the idea of Eternal Sleep”? 


which their ignorance has ſtrangely miſintei preted. They re- 
ſorted to the Eternal Manſions,” a name which the Egypti- 


ans gave to their ſepulchral monuments, (Diod. Sicul. lib, 


„ p. 47.) for their Eternal Sleep; it was not however in 5 


| Disse they found it, but in Rollin. It will give plea- 
ſauce to every religious mind when informed that the attempt 


to apoſtatize the Duteh not only failed, but produced a very 
general acknowledgment of the neceſſity and truths of reli- 
gion. And this is not to be wondered at. Holland has pro- 


duced in defence of Chriſtianity moſt able and learned advo- 


cates. It does not acknowledge that religion through the 
corrupted channels of the Church of Rome, but through the 
purified ſtreams of the Reformation, Recollect alſo, that it 
is the country of Grotius. f 
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morality; to ſcatter the ſeeds of impiety; as if 
aſhamed of their own crimes and follies, they 


ſtrive to involve other countries in a ſimilar load 


of guilt, in order that France may not ſtand a- 


lone to afcer ages, a ſignal monument of human 


depravity. Are theſe the men who accuſe us of 
Piracy ?—theſe the worthies, who by their good 
example, and unexceptionable character, are en- 


titled to talk of juſtice, humanity and freedom? 


Their lips drop as an honey-comb and their mouths 
are ſmoother than oil, but. their end is bitter as 


wormwood, r as a two vo edged feord. 


If you contemplare their ent tranſactions 


at Venice, you will diſcover a complication of 


| treacherous, oppreſſive, and avaricious cruelties. 


As this ſubject ſtrikes home particularly to your 


boſoms, it merits all your attention. Under the 


pretext of avenging a violation of neutrality, 


they entered the Venetian territory, and inſti- 


| gated its people to throw off their ancient go- 


vernment, and to vindicate themſelves unto Li- 


berty and Equality, It is certain, that the Ve- 


netians, 
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netians in general abhorred the idea of French 
Fraternization, and therefore the French were 
not juſtified ; in forcing them to an action, which 
was repugnant to their inclinations. Had the 

Directory conducted themſelves with any re- ; 
ſpect to juſtice, they ought to have firſt defined 
the injury, and then to have demanded repa- 
ration. Every government is reſponſible, to 
a certain degree, for the miſconduct of its ſub- ; 
jects, and therefore it ought to puniſh any infrac- 
tion of the law of nations. But no puniſhment can 
take place, till the crime, and the criminals 
are known. The duty of the French, was there- 
fore, to have avoided any interference with an 
independent government, until It had refuſed 
to comply with the demands of juſtice; which 
refuſal, might properly be conſtrued into an 
approbation of the miſconduct of its ſubjects, and 
would therefore be tantamount to a declaration 
of hoſtilities. This caſe has repeatedly occur- 
| red in the hiſtory of modern nations and is even 
ſolemnly recognized by the Engliſh law, as 


well as by the laws of every European commu- 
nity. 
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nity. In conformity to theſe principles, the 


Venetian government did require of the French 
General to point out diſtinctly how, when, and 
by whom the alledged injuries were committed, 


The only anſwers they obtained, were vague 


aſſertions, and the notification of the march of 


the French troops into the territory of Venice. 


If we admit (which I am not inclined to do) that 
French ſtragglers were aſſaſſinated, and chat the 
Venetian government, neglected to take cog- 
nizance of the matter, till this will not Juſtify : 

the conduct of the French. Becauſe, accord- 
ing to this complexion of the caſe, when they 


reſorted to force, it was merely to obenin ſatis- 
faction, and not to incite the People to revolt, 


or to ſubvert the government. When therefore 


they had made repriſals (which they did with a 


vengeance) or had obtained the deſired fatis- 


faction, they ought to have withdrawn their 


forces. But the views of the Directory were 
very oppolite ; and the murder of a dozen or 


of twelve thouſand Frenchmen would not have 


made any difference in their projects. The pri- 


limaries 


” : - 
n * — a, 4 . 
; 5 K = SK 
o 7 1 = * * - - ms 
- TY: N 5 p EY — — a 1 2 - - 4 - * 
8 ; * r -Y I 2 1 . 8 e — Ss . 
0 n — - " N r & 872 2+ 8 + . . 8 * * ++. Ab Aras i — . f P : L —" , * 
1 1 1 1 2 * =o act : 8 2 * ens C + —ů— . og nn. — 9 f —* & : 25 x N f — 7 8 4 * * * 1 . 3 p & - =» 1 4 
— 2 3 % 2 + l a 4 3 - -» 4 2 5 g 4 * 8 2 . — 4 . 2 * + - + 2 
* N $-4 = # * = Xn P wth 8 * 1 * 1 « —_—_— "> : a * — 5 * * 24 — Wi _ < X< - 
s ad R - * 2 : 4: 0 2 — . 4 : : - 5 2 of 
a 2 5 5 , a - dom my ; . —_—_— -— . + Aw" þ 7 1 
4 : — 2 q 3 pages © - 
_ . - 
ba 


- ou — 
renne 
2 "_ 


4 4 ry — 
_ -— OS SEM £ tt 
0 — 


. r 8 . 3 
— PR... r 
2 3 pe 2 _ 


— — 


— 


— 
. 


— - l 
\ = = 
<A — 
222 . 
= ä pan Ser — 
4 * a 
0 — 0 — 
28 — 2 — 
. L . x PET I 
— 
2 2 


5 — — — — — — —— ———_ — : : — 
— — F — — — : — Dn — => i thr Ne oa — e > 
x ze = ;:; wma FA. - r — — — 2 > EI — 8 : os - ** 2 
* py 4 x.” * — ——— — —— 282 — — 7 * Y Y — » 
/ , ro — 1 2 2 - 3 . 4 ts . Hs * A b 2» 
5 — - * — 8 a s = : = : - a 
=% . ” s x Tr = rotate © SO 644-6 mL OE : 4 3 = RL, 4 «a % WI EY > is N 
a 1 — — — = 1 * 2 * > - 5 n . \ - 
— ny — * & TOTS BG we N Ip "zz FER 2 . 26 * 6 . - MT”. a. 44 — . — 
> ow x — - 2 £24 2 * * py n Tz . s. * — 0 Ag ye SS MY — _ ” - EE” — P W-* 
— w_—— — — 2 " © - — — —— —— — —— — » 
— — * — PS p Pa 2 — * . 
ES 2 


8 
— 22 ˙— 
— 2 * 
—. 4 _— 1 
: 0 
A 


56 


limaries at Leoben had been ſigned, and the 


French were under the neceſſity of looking a- 


bout them, to find out ſome object | wherewith 


to compenſate the Emperor, for the loſs of the 


Auſtrian Netherlands and his Italian dominions, 


and for retaining in their hands, the ſtrong for- 


treſs of Mantua, which (to ule a vulgar phraſe) 


had become the bone of contention between 

them. Venice therefore was ſingled out as che 

: moſt convenient ſubject for huſh-money and the | 

manner in which it was transferred, has too 

much of villainy in it, to lay any claims to in- 

7 genuity. 6 am not defending the deſpotic go- 

: vernment of Venice; for I have ſeen too much 
of its effects, not to wiſh that it had been refor- 


med long ago. However, the tyrannical go- 


| vernment of a country, affords no reaſon for 


concealing any truth that regards it. Venice 
was at that time, in a moſt critical ſitua- 
tion; conſequently, it is a fair inference, that 


a government ſo jealous, and whoſe police was 


1 certain] not defeQive i in rigor, would abſtain 


from giving offence to an hungry race of con- 


 querors. 
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querors. It is therefore much more probable, 


that the French ſoldiery were performing a ſecond 


edition of the ſcenes in the Val d' Enfer, and 


that when they felt the juſt indignation and re- 


— 


ſentment of the people, they ſhould repre- 


ſent their oon fory to their commanders in a 


point of view highly unfavourable to the Vene- 


tians. We have alſo ſufficient knowledge of the 


French character and dicipline, to believe that | 
the military were encouraged to theſe acts, by 
thoſe who deſigned to make advantage of the 
exceſſes which might reſult from them. If this 8 


ſtatement, be correct, we may eaſily account 


for the ſequel. But even admitting this, the 


French are not juſtified 3 in their ſubſequent con- 


duct. If on the other hand, the Venetians were 


the aggeſſors, and the French reſolved on repa- 


ration, they are equally culpable on this ground, 


becauſe they ſhould have confined themſelves to 


reparation alone, not to ſubverſion. In either 


caſe therefore, they ſtand ſelf. condemned. But 


the miſchief did not end here. They have un- 


maſked their ſchemes, and given an ample com- 
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mentary to a diſguſted world, of the myſtery of 
the French Revolution. After having g by way of 
indemnity, raiſed a great contribution on Venice, 
they overturned! its government, and ſummoned 
the people to ſet up for themſelves, promiſing 
moſt fairhfully to guaranty and protect their 
newly recovered liberties. The ſtate Inquiſitors 
were impriſoned, the Ariſtocracy aboliſhed, and 
5 the Doge reduced to the rank of a Municipal 
Ofc ex. Liberty and Equality were proclaimed, 
: the ſeeds of inſurrection were profuſely ſcattered; 
and a new conſtitution, new laws, new habits 
of thinking, new manners, and no religion were 


planned, encouraged and recommended by the 
French. Thus they have bequeathed to the 


Emperor | in his new poſſeſſions, the ſources of a 
general depravation of morals, an indiſpoſition 
to ſubordination, and a ſpirit of turbulence to 
watch over, to reſtrain and to chaſtiſe. When 
therefore the Apothecary“ turned legiſlator, and 


all Venize was preparing to greet the halcyon 


day of regeneration, another contribution was 


de- 


Ja ndolo, too well known to many Engliſhmen. 
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demanded by way of gratitude for the bleflings 
which the French had conferred. While this 


was raiſing, the Arfenals were ranſacked, and the 


City ſtripped of whatever wealth or ornament 


the French could carry away; and to complete 
the mockery, the Navy of Venice was ſeized for 
' the purpoſe of carrying to Toulon, the load of 
pillage. It was then the minds of the Venetians 


were opened; and all was doubt, heſitation, 


ſuſpenſe, and deſpair. They had been bleſſed 


with liberty and equality, but they perceived 


their patrons deprive them of the means of 
maintaining them; for Venice being ſtripped of 
Ships, Money and Arms preſented the melan- 
choly ſpeQacle of a ſkeleton deprived of ſpicit 


and animation, It is in this empty {tate that the 


Emperor is to make his Joyeuſe entree, To dif- 


ſipate their anxieties, they deputed miſſionaries 


to the Conqueror of Italy to implore him in the 
names of Liberty and Equality to protect their 
country or to pronounce their ſentence. But 


this finiſhed ſon of Machiavel, this Scion of 


Corſica, was deaf to all their remonſtrances, and 
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gontended that he was now only a paſfroe agent 
of the Directory. At length the treaty of Cam- 


po Formio determined the fate of Venice. The 


people of that country were ſold and transferred 
like cattle from one deſpotiſm to another, by 


men affecting to contend for liberty. The Em- 


peror indeed, could eaſily reconcile ſuch an in- 
famous traffic to his conſcience, becauſe he had 
already eſtabliſhed the principle ! in the partition 
of Poland. But by what tergiverſation of prin- 
ciples, by what corruption of ſentiment, can 
= republican France, defend this abominable 
; meaſure? After having launched repeated ana- 
themas againſt the deſpoilers of Poland; after 
having made: it an argument againſt the powers | 
| confederated againſt them ; they now baſely 
ſanẽtion a principle ſo hoſtile to the tranquillity 
| of nations, and belye in the face of Europe, 
the policy they affected to purſue. Throughour 
the whole of this black ſcene of 1 iniquity, I dif- 
cover the ingredients of the French character; 
fraud, avarice, cruelty and oppreſſion. Injuſtice 
figures throughout the whole proceeding. They - 
firſt 


/ 
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firſt Forced a whole people to inſurreQion, under 


the ſweet ſound of liberty; when the govern- 


ment of that people was overthrown, they diſ- 


armed their own agents; and laſtly, they 
encouraged them to inſubordination, that 
their new maſter may be kept employed, and 


that «the tyrant's plea” may urge him to faſten 


_ them down with greater ſecurity. The Vene- 


tians have been preſented with a gilded cup, 


but they have drank out of a poiſoned chalice. 


The man who is capable of defending ſuch 


conduct muſt poſſeſs an heart of iron, and his | 


morality muſt be of a nature too pliant and com- 


plaiſant, to be reliſhed by upright men. Such a 


being i is fitted to be a man of blood, and he will 


defend any thing, or any perſons, who aſſume 


for a motto, the name of Liberty. To me it 
ſtands in a light of undiſguiſed atrocity; and is 
worthy of the dark and relentleſs tyrant of Ca- 
præa, I had rather faid, of the ſanguinary 
monſters who planned 1 it. Before I quit this ſub- 


5 je, it may be . that 1 ſhould venture an 


opinion 
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opinion on the probable effects of this vicious 
ſyſtem of partition. Altho' I believe that an 
overruling Providence does often in mercy to 
mankind, produce good out of evil, yet, it is 


a moſt diabolical ſyſtem for man to act upon, 


| when he does evil that good may ariſe from it. 


For, in this inſtance, he impiouſly ſeats him- 


ſelf on the throne of Omniſcience, and preſump- 


tuouſly arrogates to himſelf what belongs only 


to God, ButifI may be allowed to flatter an 
humane propenſity, i in the humble hope that the 
5 Deity will extend his goodneſs to afflicted nati- 


ons, by ſoftening the hearts of cheir rulers, 1 


ſhould infer that the partition of Poland, and 


the transfer of Venice, may yet be attended with 
incalculable advantages to their inhabitants. 


Both nations have paſſed from under intolerable 


to tolerable governments ; ; and tho they have | 
loſt their names as a people, they may recover 


their rights as men. The Pruſſian and Auſtri- 


an adminiſtrations are preferable to the ancient 
turbulent vaſſalage of Poland, and to the ſuſ- 
picious and goading ariſtocracy of Venice. A 


ex 
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few years of tranquillity will incorporate both 
people with the ſubjects of the empires, to which 
they reſpectively belong, and conſequently to a 
participation in their civil privileges. It is ſome 
conſolation to depreſſed ſpirits, to have only one 
great mortal to fear, inſtead of ſeveral hundred 
petty tyrants. The remoteneſs of the power 
that rules them, will blunt its force; and the 
iron rod being transferred from many, to one, 
; will weigh leſs heavily on their heads. To this, 
we may add, that it will become the intereſt of 
their ſovereigns to conciliate their affections, as 
barriers to the ambition of feudal nobles. Com- 
merce and a pure religion with genuine philoſo- | 
phy in its train, will lighten the yoke of diſpo- 
tiſm, and gradually meliorate the lot of the de- 
preſſed. Whatever is gained by the original ſub- 
7 jects, the conquered will partake of; a commu- 
ity of intereſts will ſoon be eſtabliſhed, and a 
benevolent legiſlation | improving with the cir- 
cumſtances of the times, may leave theſe un- 
happv nations, no cauſe to regret that they 5 
have eſcaped from manacles of iron, into 
ſuken 
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filken nets.“ 


It is impoſſible for me to pourtray within the 


circumſcribed limits of this letter, the whole 


ſeries of French duplicity, as it has been diſ- 
| played ſince I laſt addreſſed the public. I fhall N 
however ſlightly mention another inſtance of 
unparalleled atrocity, which has been recently 
1 perpetrated i in a a country, whoſe people I love, 


becauſe of the i innocence and ſimplicity « of their 


lives ; -whols hard lot I deplore, becauſe of their 
peaceful and inoffenſive policy; and whoſe 


virtues I muſt for ever admire and acknow- 


ledge, | becauſe I have felt their benignant 
influence, during a long reſidence among them, 


in the happieſt hours of my early youth. I al- 


lude 


* Altho' Poland loſt near five millions of inhabitants by the 
partition of 1772, yet, it ſhould be remarked that if the Re- 


public was a loſer by this event, the peaſant who ceaſed to 


be a Pole, made a great acquiſition by it. For, the Em- 
peror gave freedom to all thoſe who before groaned under 
bondage in the boſom of the Republic. What a diſgrace to _ 


a Rate, that a great part of its inhabitants find themſelves be- 


nefited by becoming the ſubjects of another ſovereign ! This 
circumilance juſtifies my propoſition, tho? it does not extenu- 


ate the principle, 
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lude to Switzerland to that region, «where 
nature has carried on her operations with a 
bolder hand,” and to which, I can bear ample 
teſtimony, Vice has made leſs inroad, than in 


any other-portion of the civilized world ; 


„Among. thoſe hilly regions, where embrac'd 


In peaceful vales the happy 9 dwell.” 


The genius of the French is indeed, more 
apparent in 1 the preſent inſtance, than i in the one 
I have ſelected above. It marks in more dif- 
tinct and legible characters, their perfidious and N 
ambitious ſyſtem. In my former pamphlet I ob- 
farved, that Switzerland, through the active 
mediation of M. Weiſs, had maintained during 
the courſe of this war, its accuſtomed wiſe neu- 
trality. We now find that this enlightened Pa- 
triot is among the liſt of thoſe whom the French 
have inſcribed in their ſanguinary roll of pro- 
ſcription. However, in conſequence of an old 
treaty framed above two hundred years 2g0, their 
5 troops advanced into the Swiſs territory. Thus, 
chat ambitious government which refuſed to ne- 


. goclate 
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gociate with Lord Malmeſbury on the baſis. of 
ancient treaties, or even to recognize thoſe ſo- 
lemn inſtruments of national conventions, which 
have ever been deemed ſacred by all civilized 
communities, has not heſitated, when it ſuited 
its own views, to revive a moth eaten treaty, 


and to make it the ground of hoſtile invaſion, 
by a palpable miſconſtruction of its ſpirit, and 
tendency. The French Executive Directory, 
diſclaimed the idea of being bound by the pub- 
lic law of its former rulers; and laid proſtrate 


every regulation, however juſt, which emana- 


= : ted from that ſource. What faith therefore can 


be placed i in the integrity, or the ſincerity of 
ſuch men? What ſecurity has any nation that 
F rance will obſerve even her own conventions? | 
If ſhe have. not kept her word with her own peo- 
ple, foreign countries have no reaſon to hope 
for it. I would now aſk the Directory, ſince 
they have at length agreed to acknowledge trea- 
ties made by their former ſoyereigns, by what 


treaty, by what authority, and by what ten- 


ure, 5 Hey keep poſſeſſion of Avignon and the 
Comtat 
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Comtat Venaiſſin? If treaties do not bind them 


in one inſtance, they cannot in another. The 


ſame power which formally revokes or reſcinds 


every public act of its ancient magiſtracy, can- 


not be allowed to take advantage of a particular 


one, however favourable to its views. The 
complete rejection of the whole ſy ſrem of public | 
law, precludes them from profiting by a parti- 
cular part of it. But to reaſon, or to talk of ; 
_ juſtice before men loaded with every ſort of crime, 
and whoſe hands are yet reeking with blood, is 


to plead the cauſe of mercy in a den of hungry 


iygers, 5 


I will not deſpair of the fortunes of Switzer- 


land. Altho' it be now: marked out as the vic- 


tim of the ferocious diſturbers.of the peace of 


mankind, there is much to hope from the union, 


virtue, and 'patriotiſm of its people. The love 


of country which beats high in the boſom of 


every good Swils, 1s proverbial throughout 


Europe. And the paſtoral ſong of F atherland, 


will- animate them, as the play of Euripides 
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fired the citizens oX Athens i in former times, to 


march to their frontiers, and defend their country, 


religion, and laws. Nature has furniſhed them 


with fortifications, ſuperior to any of the maſter- 


= pieces of Cohorn, or Vauban. Their forefathers | 
availed themſelves of this circumſtance when 
they reſcued their country, after ſixty battles, 
from the yoke of Auſtria, A thouſand ſtraits of 
Thermopylæ, defend the entrance into a coun- 
ery which nature has likewiſe guarded by inac- 
ceſſible mountains heaped on mountains, and 
covered with perpetual ſnows. It was only an 
handful of men that humbled the pride of Auſ- 


tria and of Burgundy. A more ſayage enemy 


demands again the exertion of Spartan proweſs. 


If the Swiſs be true and loyal, no one who has 


viſited their country, can doubt of their final 


: ſucceſs, againſt the combined myriads of France. 


They may yet give a great example to Europe, 


and pile up whole hecatombs of their inſolent ; 


invaders, in another monumentof national glory.“ 


Theſe 


] allude to the monument near Mot lawhik the 
Swiſs 


— 
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Theſe are ſtubborn facts, which no ſophiſtry 
can elude. There are, doubtleſs, many vir- 
tuous men in France, who view with ſecret in- 
dignation and regret, the conduct of their ru- 


lers; but I apprehend their number is but ſmall 


in proportion to the reſt of the community. A 


general 


Swiſs qatkered the bones of above twenty thouſand Burgun- 
dians, whom they ſlew in battle, at a time when they en- 


deavoured to ſubvert the independence of Switzerland. The 


Latin motto is remarkably laconic. After mentioning the 


Duke of Burgundy's entrance into their country, they have 


inſcribed theſe words over r the door of the building. 
Hoc ſui monumentum reliquit.“ 


The building is entire, and the bones remain to this day, as 


far as I know, excepting one bone of a huge Burgundian, 


which I brought away with me. Should the marauders dare 


to provoke the reſentment of the Swiſs, I hope there will be 
another monument of the ſame ſort erected on the oppoſite _ 
ſide of the Lake, in order to complete the proſpect, and if a 
proſe title will anſwer as well, I would recommend the fol- 


| lowing inſcription, 


Hoc nenten, monumentum reliquunt.” 


I will here ſay a word on the ſubject of the commotions in the 
Pays de Vaud. The inhabitants of that dependency, were 
remarkable for ſimplicity of character, contentment, and 


happineſs. I know that the emiſſaries of France have been 


long actively employed in poiſoning their unſuſpecting minds, 
and in diſſeminating their abominable principles among the 


happy Vaudois. At the time that General Monteſquieu was 


before Geneva, che ſyſtem of proſelytiſm commenced, Pache 
| et 
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5 . * 


general ignorance, barbariſm, and infatuation, 


ſeem to pervade the maſs of Frenchmen, who 


tremble more under the tyrants of the Republic, 


than at the nod of a ſolitary individual; among 


whom the ſucceſs of military depredations ex- 


tinguiſhes | the faculty of reaſoning; and who 


may be uy faid to endure better than any 


other 5 


the cidevant Miniſter of war, {pared no pains nor expence n 


propagati g the Fraternal ſyſtem. Hence, a turbulent ſpirit 


quickly manifeſted itſelf in that diſtrict, and the Canton of 
Berne was obliged to watch the Vaudois, with a circumſpec- 
tive and jealous eye. It was convenient, however at that time 
that France ſhould be on good terms with Switzerland. But 
when the ſucceſſes of the French in Italy, emboldened their 
projects, they no longer heſitated to avow their pretenſions, 
and the ſcheme which they had long been brooding over, 


burſt on a ſudden, Their emiſſaries ſeduced the Vaudois 


to call in the aid of e Great Nation,” againſt their mild 
and paternal government. The pretext was readily ſeized, 
and made uſe of; for before, notwithſtanding their frequent 


attempts to quarrel with the Swiſs, they could find no real 
ground of complaint. The caſe is literally repreſented in the 


fable of the Wolf and the I.amb. It appears that the Vaudois 


already begin to repent of their fatal raſhneſs, for by the late 
Italian and Swiſs Papers, we are informed that the contribu- 
tions impoſed by the French upon the Pays du Vaud, 
have cauſed a ſerious remonſtrance to the Commander in 
chief. What was the reply of the French General? That 


no more was levied than was neceſſary for the maintenance of his 


troops, and that being expended among them, the money would 


again revolve to its original.” Excellent! Nouvelle Syſteme 


cconomique &c. The pillage of a poor district! is Fraters 


: nity a la mode de Paris. 
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other people, to be ſplendidly miſerable. Happy 


would it have been for the repoſe of the world, 
if France had known how to diſtinguiſh between 
victor ies and advantages; or if ſhe could be 
convinced that when a nation ſhines brighteſt with 
conqueſt, it may then, like a waſting taper, be 


= only haſtening to decay. Such however, is the 


ſpirit, and genius, and projects of the men who 


ſtigmatize us as pirates. They have made all 


the advantages that could poſſibly ariſe from 


their local ſituation, and deny to us thoſe which 


g naturally reſult from our own; advantages which = 


; could not be communicated to every power, 


7 and which, if ſubdivided and enjoyed by ſe- 


veral, would be productive of endleſs calamities 


to mankind, We may therefore reply to the 
French in the indignant and honourable lan- 
guage of the Spaniſh miniſter, © I would adviſe 
you as a friend and ally, to balance the diſ- 


grace of the two nations: to take in one hand 


the ſingle defeat of the arms of Spain, off the 
Cape of St. Vincent, while in the other you 


carry the various defeats and diſgraces that have 


| be- 
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to that brave people.“ 
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. 


befallen the navy of the F rench Republic ever 


ſince the commencement of its career, and ſee 


which weighs heavieſt, Your Directory will 


then be convinced, that for either of our two 
nations to attempt to bring reproach upon the 


other for their inferiority to the Engliſh in naval 


{kill and courage, is nothing elſe than to arraign 


the wiſdom of the ALMIcaty Power, who 


: has thought it good and proper to grant the deci- 


ded ſuperiority upon the wide and extended ocean, 


The obſervations which I have hitherto made, 


DT efer chiefly to the political conduꝗ of the Þ rench, : 


and to 1ts effects. Nothing has been yet ſaid 


on the ſubject of religion. To the narrow and 


con- 


* Sce The anſwer of the Spaniſh miniſter to a memorial, 


or remonſ{trance, preſented by Citizen Perignon, French 


Ambaſſador at Madrid, upon the defeat of the Spaniſh Fleet, 
off Cape St. Vincent, by the Britiſh Fleet.“ It may not be 


mal d- propos to inſert the emphatic words with which this no- 
ble anſwer concludes, and which ſhould not only be remem- 


bered by our people, but practiſed by our rulers. 


«The Ki NG, my maſter, has, in the mean time, com- 
manded me to ſignify to the Members of the French Repub- 


lic, that whether it be true or not, that it is the infirmity of 


Govern- 
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contracted cirele of my acquaintance, my ſen- 
timents on this important head, have been long 
well known. Indeed, 1 always conſidered it 


as a wiſc meaſure to abſtain from any profeſſions 


ina country, where religion reared her ſacred 


front! in the palace, and in the hamlet. But 


when Infidelity avowedly ſtalks abroad, when 


every fallacy 1s marſhalled i in ſyſtematic order, 
for the baſe purpoſe of invalidating or render- 


ing ridiculous the great truths of religion, it is 


right that every man ſhould boldly and fearleſs- 


ly avow his faith. Tr is a duty which Lowe 


my countrymen to caution them, againſt that 


cold and Aippant ſcepticiſm, which damps our 
hopes, removes the ſanctions of morality, chills 
K 5 domeſ- 


Government, as they tate, to be ſeized with certain can- 


cers, which contaminate and corrupt the State, it is not 


his Majeſty's intention to follow the example of degenerated 
France, by applying cauſtics and the knife to remedy that 
evil ; for which reaſon, he has no occaſion to ſuſpend, even 
for a moment, the dictates of his paternal affection towards 
the ſubjects of his own States, which he is more than ever 
determined to cheriſh and cultivate, being firmly perſuaded 
by his own obſervation, and which is confirmed to him by 


the hiſtorical experience of all nations, that no evil can be ſo 


great as to ſubmit to the tyranny and oppreſſion of a Foreign 


Government, nurtured and ſupported by the very dregs of 
the lower orders of ſociety. 28 
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domeſtic happineſs, deſtroys the obligation of 
ſocial order, and builds up the philoſophy of 
vanity, on the ſubverſion of the altars of God. 


This however, is not the place to diſcuſs the 
moral and political « effects of religion on the hap- 
pineſs of nations. The example of France, 
| ſhould ſcrve as an awful example to Europe. 
| The church was no ſooner declared independent 
of the tate, under the pretext of univerſal toler- 
ance ; than a flood of vice inundated the land. 
The tribunals of juſtice received | A ſhock, in 

the 


I have examined this queſtion elſewhere. Tho' I con- 


ceive human reaſon to be inadequate to the purpoſe of eſta- 


dliſhing a direct conviction in the mind (apart from evidence) 
yet J apprehend it will go a great way, in aſſiſting our con- 
cluſions reſpecting the truth and neceſſity of a revealed reli- 


gion. Modern Philoſophers, affect to ſet up a new ſyſtem 


of morality, in oppoſition to Chriſtianity. Yet after all 
their ſophiſtry, we diſcover that their ſyſtems are reſolva- 


ble into the ſyſtem of Chriſtian ethics. This obſervation ap- 


plies not to the immoral philoſophy of Mr. Godwin, and 
his followers. I am not perſonally acquainted with that 
gentleman, nor have ] any thing to aſſert againſt his private 
life, or his genius. But, I wiſh to know what determination 
he, or the men of his ſchool, would form on the W | 


1 
8 Vir G. has faid in his book of Political Juſtice, that mar- 


riage is a monopoly of women, and unjuſt. Notwithſtand- 
ing this, he married lately, a celebrated, and I believe, | 
moſt amiable woman. Suppoſe me one of his diſciples 3 * | 


75 
the abſence of every religious tye, and all 
conventions among men were weakened or : 
rendered nugatory. That the French ſhould 
turn aſide from the ſuperſtitions of the Church of 
Rome, is a natural concluſion, in an age re 
markable for the general diſſemination of know- 
ledge. But that they ſhould ſuddenly renounce 
the acknowledgment of revealed truths, from 


: th abuſes which have oppreſſed them, i is as ridi- 


culous i in their conduct, as it denotes the i impo- 
tence of their underſtandings. The vices and 
| frauds of the profeſſors of Chriſtianity have no- 


5 ching to do with Chriſtianity itſelf, To know 
What it is, we muſt look to the only proper 


f place, Taz Sex 1PTURES: The Chriſtian religion 


is peculiar to itſelf; it has nothing in common 
ä with 


I be as “hot as the clime that gave me birth,” or as Belcour 

ſays that © my paſſions are my maſters; that I have been 
a. priſoner four years in the ſpringtide of youth, and that I had 
ſent a polite letter to Mr. G. requeſting him to indulge me 
with the »/e of his wife—Quere, would he have accommoda- 
ted me, and would his lady, or any other lady have been agree- 
able to it? If not what obligation could either party have 
impoſed on her? A commentary on the laſt book of Lucre- 
tius would be an uſeful appendix to Mr. G—'s work., 


5 1 
18 
18 
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with the other ſyſtems of religion which have 
exiſted in the world. It has God for its foun- 


der, and reaſon for its baſis. It is every where 


uniform, conſiſtent, and complete. Conſidered 


as a body of ethics, it has never been equalled, 


and as a revealed law, it is ſupported by that lucid 


fr evidence which muſt be ſatisfactory to an unbi- 
aſſed judgment. Its promiſes are all intellectual 


5 (a remarkable inſtance of i its ſimplicity)? its object 


- s unambitious, and its moral precepts correct e. 


ven to mathematical preciſion. The law of nature 
was but darkly known to the moſt enlightened of 
ö ancient philoſophers; a revelation of it was there- 


fore indiſpenſably neceſſary. Chriſtianity ſup- 
plied this defect. It deſcended upon the earth 


at a proper place and a proper time, after hu- 

man philoſophy had emptied itſelf of all its ſub- 

tilties, in the moſt inquiſitive and enlightened 
| 8 


* What 1 mean by evidence, is the genuineneſs of the 
writings, and the credibility of the facts, depending on ſuch 


ſpecies of aſſent, as we give to the name and ſubje& matter 


of all ancient writings, hiſtory in particular. The ethics of 
the ſcriptures, are in all points more irrefragable than thoſe 


of Ariſtotle or Cicero; the writers were as competent wit⸗ 


N at leaſt, as Xenophon or Cæſar. 
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nations of antiquity. It has exiſted for eighteen 


centuries, throughout which we can trace its pro- 


greis, without once loſing ſight of it; and it 
will exiſt, as long as Charity and Virtue, con- 
tinue to be cultivated by men. What can the 
human moraliſt ſubſtitute in its place, or what 
hopes will he giye us when Chriſtianity is gone? 
8 It has been well anſwered, morality without mo- 


__ we, laws without mercy, and governments 


. without principle. 5 Virtue and Vice would be- 


come mere conventional ſounds, determined ac- 


Fording . ro the faſhion of countries, and a man : 
might travel from one region to another, to : 
commit vice with. impunity. Thus inceſt he 
would reconcile to conſcience, by the law of : 
. Perſia, adultery by t that of Sparta, and the ex- 
; poſition of infants by the codes of Lycurgus and 
China. The experiment has been tried in France, 


and it has failed. To ſupply the abſence of reli- 


gion, terror has been reſorted to, and it has 


been found inefficient. Nevertheleſs, the French | 
continue to foſter infidelity, and to proſcribe 

the Chriſtian faith. They have in this reſpect, 
acted 
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acted conſiſtently ; becauſe, it is by vice alone 


reduced into a ſyſtem, that the circuit of flagiti- 
ous empire can be extended. I ſhall dwell no 
longer on this ſubject. We are yet a religious peo- 
ple, and may remain ſuch, if our private practice, 
be conformable to our public principle. The 
moſt important reformation which we ſtand in 
need of, is the reformation of our moral condua. 
Till this is effected, every ſcheme of political | 
innovation, 1s but an incentive to the more en- 


larged commiſſion of vice; and muſt therefore 


be condemned by every good man, as inade- 


1 quate, illtimed, raſh, and dangerous. The man, — 


who in theſe downward times, believes in the 
great truths of religion „ ſhould manifeſt his faith 
by his conduct, his example, and his Readineſs. 
Thoſe who affect to believe, but who undiſguiſ- 
edly indulge in vicious propenſities, give the 
greateſt encouragement to infidelity, by weaken- 
ing the reverence, which ought every where to 
be paid to the maxims of Chriſtianity. The A- 
theiſt himſelf is nor ſo bitter an enemy to our re- 


ligion, as the believing debauchee. As I con- 
ſider 
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conſider the Chriſtian die to be cloſely 


5 connected with the political queſtion 1 have been 


diſcuſſing, I cannot enforce its obligations too 


ſtrongly on your minds, or remind you too ſo- 


lemnly, that when you have abandoned it, you 


will not only renounce every conſolation in this | 


life of trial, but every hope of immortality. in 165 


| that which i is to come.“ 


1 have not adverted to many other circum- | 


ſtances which have diſgraced the conduct of 


the French, neither have I noticed their treat- 


ment of the Genoeſe and Americans, in behalf 


of whom the ſevereſt cenſures might be proper- 
1 employed. What J intended to expoſe, has 


: been done, [ imagine, with ſufficient preciſion 


to lead your minds into a juſt ſuſpicion of the 
intrigues and machinations of France. Much 

more might have been alledged, but enough 
has been proved to eſtabliſh the propoſition with 


which this letter commenced ; namely, that the 


n 
* See Note A. in che Appendix. 


+ See Mr. Harper's Pamphlet, 
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= French have eſtabliſhed ſlavery at home, and are 
=  Mfrriving to propagate it abroad, under the name 


of Liberty. It is for you to make a proper ap- 
plication of the arguments I have advanced; 
and which, in the ſincerity of my ſoul, I re- 
commend to your ſober and ſerious conſidera- 
tion. If you place your minds into a ſtate of in- 
differency; without which as Locke obſerves 
there « can be no real acquiſition of knowledge; 
and warily examine the arguments for and a- 
gainiſt the cauſe of France; you will doubtleſs 
conclude with me, that the French have « 
debaſed, polluted, and ruined a noble cauſe; 
and that you are bound by every principle of 
religion, loyalty, and patriotiſm, to check 


fy 
* 
. 
1 
BET 
4 12 
. 
! Is 
22 
% 
XA} 
% at 
0 7 
7 ; 
3 
17 4 
* þ 
”% 4 
. 
« 1 
o Jt 
N i, 
\ 4 
. * 
8 
. 
1 li 
7 *. 
1 
4 
Fa 
F& 7 
4 
{1 
TX 6: 
iT * 
oY 
4 
0 of 
1 
49 
it 
* 
1 * 1 
3 
v1 "6 
2 
5 
\ 4 
. 
L 1 
18% 
$5 
1 
* 
* — 
Nie 


their crimes, and to repel their hoſtile invaſion. 
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The time for diſcrimination. is now come. 
Under the idea of ſecuring the rights of man; 
the religious, the moral, the civil, the intellectual | 
rights of mankind, have been laid proſtrate. 

The eulogiſt and the cenſurer, ſeldom confine 
themſelves within the line of juſtice. It may 
be 
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be aſſerted however, without deſcending into 
flattery, that England has now more to loſe 
than any nation in the world. We have a con- 
 ftitution to preſerve, which the moſt accompliſh- 

ed legiſlators of my conſidered as a ſyſtem 
more to be defired, than practiſed; and which | 
the concurrent teſtimony of modern philoſophers 


has applauded, as a noble edifice of ſecurity and 
peace. We all feel its influence, and ſhare e- 


_ qually in the protection it affords. | The Chriſti- 


an Religion i 18 incorporated into it, and learning : 


has ever been its ; ſupport. 


To avert the ſentence of final deſtruction from 
being executed upon England, you muſt ſtrength- 
en the arm of government, by confidence, vigi- 
lance, i and public ſpirit. France wiſhes to give 
encouragement to your views, in order to divide 
the country, and thereby to facilitate their en- 
trance into it. But when their object has been 
attained, they will make no exception of perſons ; 
they will confound you in the common lot of the 


vanquiſhed ; and while they applaud the dif 
1 8 | 1 Affection, 
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affection, they will ſeverely treat the diſaffected. 
Vou have therefore no hope of ſafety, but with- 
in the ancient and hallowed Palladium of Bri- 
tiſh Liberty. For the time is indeed come, 

vhen every inferior confi deration muſt yield to the 


fecurity of the Sovereign, and to the general fafety 
of the e fate. 


Great Britain has nothing to apprehend from 


the embattled hoſts of France, if her people | 


be united and firm. Our fleets, notwithſtand- 


ing their pre- eminence in valour and ſkill, are 


not alone competent to illuſtrate her indepen- 


dence. Her ſoldiers have. ever diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their heroiſm and proweſs, and 
they ardently deſire an occaſion to diſplay their 
fidelity and patriotiſm. The numbers of the 

enemy afford no argument againſt the proba- 


bility of our final ſucceſs; for in the laſt century, 


Sir William Petty, rightly obſerved, that if al! 


the inhabitants of Ireland and Scotland, were 
tranſplanted into England, and thoſe countries | 


were to be afterwards ſwallowed * by the ſea, 
: e 
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the nation would be a gainer by it. He ſpoke 


well. It is not neceſſary to independence, that 


it ſhould be guarantied by extended empire; it 


is in the hearts and unanimity of the e peo- 


ple, that it finds its true reſource. This is an 


extraordinary conjuncture, in which the public 
danger becomes the public ſecurity ; ; when reli : 
Sion and Policy, conſcience and intereſt, unite 
their powers to ſupport the authority of the 
prince, and to give fidelity, vigour, | and acti- 
vity, to the obedience of the ſubject, 


The nation only requires to be made ſenſible | 


of 1 its danger, andi its exertions will be adequate 
to every emergency. T he other ſtates of Europe 
ſeem to be ſtunned with the din of French armies, 


and they appear to be taking no efficient precau- 


5 tions to avert the blow that Is en againſt 
them. On the contrary, they ſeem to await 
their ebene in humble expectation. To Bri- 
tain is reſerved the high deſtiny of reſcuing the 


bo civilized world, from atheiſm, vice, and barba- 


riſm ; and the noble office which {he has often 


L 2 e Sp exer- 
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exerciſed of puniſhing the oppreſſor. If Great 
Britain, through the treaſonable baſeneſs of her | 
own ſubjects were to fall a prey to Gallic ambi- 
tion (and by no other means can ſhe be over- 
whelmed | in the general ruin) the hopes « of every 


friend to reaſon, liberty, and humanity, will be 
. once diſſipated; for the cauſe of literature, 


wy ſcience, virtue, are all become her cauſe, and 


muſt ſhare i in the varieties of her fate. Let us 
ever keep in our minds, the bitter fruits which 
che diſſenters reaped from the troubles which they 
excited | in Poland. 4 Before theſe troubles, they ; 
enjoyed the free exerciſe of their religion; but - 
the grand object of their deſires was to be admit- 
ted! into the diets. However, after having brought 
foreign troops into the kingdom, after having 


involved their country in all the horrors of civil 


war; after having proyed the occaſion of part 
of their fellow ſubjects being ſubjectec to che 
dominion of three powerful enemies, f they were 


themſelves. diſappointed of the advantage they 


expected to delive from cheir meaſures. What I's 


* In 1772. I Ruffia, Auſtria, and Pruſſia. 
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a leſſon does this afford to our people! No, let 
| us never call in our ambitious neighbours to pro- 
fit by our diviſions; and after finding their way 
into our country, under the character of friends 
and brethren, to eſtabliſh themſelves in it as our 


: maſters, 


Let us no longer be deceived by viſionary 
projects of perlection, nor by the deluſive pro- | 
miſes of men, . who falſely call themſelves philo- 
E fophers. Let v us not arrogantly mark out for our- 
ſelves a little Goſhen of intellectual light; beyond 
which every thing-i is to be deemed error, pre- 
judice, and ſlavery. It comes not within the 
lot of any being, individual or politic, to be 
perfect. A moral reformation ſhould at all e- 
vents precede the political. i ill this ſhall have 
happened, no real benefit « can flow from the ex- 
tenſion of the elective franchiſe, or the limitation 
of the duration of parliament. It might be ap- 
pealing only from one ſet of corrupt men to a- 


nother ſet of the ſame deſcription; not from 


Nun drank to many ſober ; A but from Philip 
drunk 
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drunk to day, to t "IP drunk beer 


I have now done. By thus openly declaring 
my ſentiments, I may incur blame or excite ma- 


levolence; but my motiye in writing this letter 


Is ſufficiently manifeſt. It is my wiſh to ſee the 


religion, laws and conſtitution of my country 

preſerved entire, from the fury of a perfidious 

enemy, or the raſh arm of fanatical innovation. 
My principles, religious and political, are 
ä certainly different from what they were when 5 
1 entered the priſon. 1 am prepared, TE it be 
neceſſary, to explain the cauſes of that change. n 
41 ſolemnly declare that I have nothing to hope 
from any party ; from miniſters or from oppo- 
| ſition. | Iam totally unconnected with either. 


Altho' I have deeply and ſeverely ſuffered from 


long impriſonment, both in fortune, and do- 
| 4 | N meſtie 


„A virtuous people cannot have too much power; a vi- 


cious people cannot have too little. I recommend the follow- 


mg Speech of Baileul in the Council of 500, to the conſider- 


ation of parliamentary reformers of every deſcription. You 
know that in Germinal laſt, tradeſmen to pleaſe their employ- 


ers were obliged to vote in their favour”? ! !! See the Star, 


Evening Paper, Feb. 28, 1798. 


See Note B. in the Appendix. 
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\meſtic happineſs, and altho' I have been in- 
trited to repair the miſchiefs, by entering again 
on political engagements, yet I will not facri- 
fice my future tranquillity to temporary ad- 
vantages, nor my opinions to intereſt. If through 
me, the country have been wounded, IT im- 
plore its forgiveneſs, and ſincerely pray that 
the evils which may ariſe from any miſconduct 
of mine, may light on my head, not on Great 
Britain; and that i in Charity to the failings of 
human nature, it may be aſcribed to the le- 
| vity and inconſiderateneſs of youth,* not to any 
: diſhoneſty of 1 intention, nor defect of principle. 
N If for ſuch opinions, Iam deſtined, in an ill- 
fated hour of my country, to be led to the ſcaf- 
fold, I ſhall willingly reſign my life, in teſti- 
mony of a conſtitution, the beneficent effects 
of which, I have felt even in the melancholy 


folitude of a priſon. 


1 was only twenty two years of age when 1. was s firſt i im- 
priſoned, ang ane remained _neagly; four years in cuſtody, 
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1 A perſons being ata 105 has 5 toten in ord | 
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=. to eſtabliſh their belief in Chriſtianity, I have ſubjoined 754 
A 5 of ſuch books as appear to me admirably adapted to that pur 
= ſtudied them often of late, L can venture to a 


oy 


vile he order ia whi they ſhould be red; prefixing ſuch - 
authors as have treated on the exiſtence and providence of 
God, the idea of which being firmly ſettled in the mind} 


Chriſtianity fallows-as a neceſſary conſequence, .. ' _ 5 
e Loecke's Eflay on the human Underſtanding, b. 4z c. 10. Whitehurſt's 
a Theory of the Earth, Botinycaffie's or Ferguſon's Aſtronomy, or any 
ther author who Treats of the works of nature, Wollaſton's. Religion 4 
Nature, Burlamaqu's Natural Law, Butlers Anatogyy Soame Jenyn's 
View of the —— evidence of the Chriſtian Religion, Beattie on the 
Evidences, &c. Watſon's. Apology for the Bible in anſwer to Paine, and 
his apology for Chriſtianify in anfwer to Gibbon, Locke's Reaſonableneſs _ 
| df Chriſtianity, Lyttleton on the Conyerſion of St. Paul, Weſt on the Re- 
5 ſurrection, Paley's Evidences, &c, Addiſon's ditta, Moſheim's Eccleſi- 
—  aftigal hiſtory, and to crown the whole, David Hartley on the, Evidences, 
and Gretius on the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. T he reader WhO 
wiſhes to examine further, may conſult Watſon's Theological Tracts (at 
the end of whieh is ,a Vatalogue of Authors proper to de oy a+ I, 
| GI Leland rs Kaner. Fs 73 - FE iS 7 
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: 122 5 | fas BF NCI . 133 
"The - Englith 8 8 e irclyr« 1 2 the eudal 
Syſtem; : to which the intelligent acer e 
; 2 e books may be read in the 0 6 hi 
here 2p wn; aud they will give à very 2 2 of 
1 Conſtitution. Robertſon's hiſtory of Charles, V 
1 3 View 3 — xp * ar 3 Agde 
Saxon rernment; Dalrymple on Feu he y, i 
Wri 3 Tenures, "York's Confid. om the Law of For- 
1725 Sulhyan's, Lectures on the Conſtitution &c, Hale's 
an Law, Millar's hiſt. View of che Eng- 
_ | Govvenmane, N. Bacon's ditto, Forteſeue de. lau laud. 
N 5 Ang. ant and on monarchy, Blackſiohe's Commentaries, 
; 1. 3. and 0 4 Whitlock on the King's Writ, The chap. 
of Dr. E hiſtor of En! land which treat on the Con- 
8 indi 7 poo] Ae“ ß of aud pakticularly the ap- 
- Rapin's tte; Ch, 2, The Parliamentary | 
Wet and tate Trials, Ellys on ſpirit, and temp. liberty, © 
De. Tie *on the konſtitution. Two hours a day ſpent in 
this ſtudy, and two os Now, on ſundays in the ſtudy of the 
ote, 
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